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THE WAR.
Highly Important from

Washington.
First Fight with the

Rebels.

Battery at Sewall's Paint, in
¦anpten Baais Bombarded by

the United States Ships Star
and Freeborn* .

THE FIBE RETURNED.

The Tioops at Harper's Ferry Taking
ip a Position in Maryland,

near Hagerstown.

IMPORTANT FROM KEY WEST.

The Gulf Squadron Taking Prizes
and Sending Them North.

.amoral Orders ofOoL Haggles to the
Virginia Troops.

Via Saldiers Being Called Ont ta
Defend tbeir Hemes*

Important Deport of the Committee on Foreign
iffairi at Montgomery on Davit' Message.

Position of Cairo, its Garrison
and Batteries.

Death of Col. Voiburgb, of the Seventy-
first Regiment, at Washington,

GENERAL BUTLER EN ROUTE FOR FOR¬
TRESS MONROE.

WAsammros, May 20. I8«l.
General Butler left here at half pa*t two o'clock this

afternoon for Annapolis. He will leave that city to mor¬
row er next day for his now field of operation*, making
Fortress Monroe hie headquarters for the Department of
Virginia. General Butler ia accompanied by hia brother,
(Monel A. J. Butler; two of his Aids, Captain, Hagorty
and ray, and Mr. Wm. Green, private secretary to tbe
General.
AU the Massachusetts troops, except the Fifth regi¬

ment, now In the Treasury Bulldingi, will accompany
General Butler td Fortress Monroe, and the Fifth will

proceed to join the command of General Butler at the

expiration of twenty days.
General Mansfield, who commands this department, dis

hkes to have tbe Massachusetts boys, who have done so

well, and given so much satisfaction on account of their
gentlemanly conduct and great care of tbe building, re

naoved to give place to strangers. It Is an important
post, and Secretary Chase pays Massachusetts the com pi i-

sheet to say that be would rather her troops should guard
ths Treasury which she has done so much to replenish,
than thoae of any other State.

Major General Butler has decided (o appoint upou !i:a
new staff Captain K. S. Fay of Boston, who nas achieved
so many successes of late on his late staiV,and his nephew,
lieutenant George H. Butler, of California, and recently
attached to the regular service. Most if not ail of the
other members of the staff will be experienced oflicsrs
of the regular army. Mr. l ay. being selected from civil

life, will be General Butler's military serreta-y. I..ett-
tenant G. H. Butler was one of cclonel Lander s explor¬
ing and wagon road party, and hn« proved himself a tl

Mat young man.

Lieutenant Colonel Green, or tbe Ktftb Mafsa-liusell*
regiment, has obtained leave of absence lor seven days,
and leaves forthwith for Massachusetts.
A protest, couched in very severe language, li is been

received at tbe War Department agaiust accepting
Colonel Sherman's New York ieg-.tnent. General B 1 er

says ne does not wish them if the protest sets out the
Ihcts about tbem. and it is very doubtful if they will be

hailed into the service | There is no C hone! Sherman in
command of a regiment in th.s city..Lo Hun tin

DEATH OF COL. VOSHURC.H, OF THE SB-
VENTY F1RST RE< 1IMENT.

Wwh'vtox. May 20. lSfit.
Col. \ osburgb, of the Seventy 11 rat reg.mont, d.rl at

his headquarters at the Navy Yard at half post e»bt
v clock this morning. Col. V. lias occupied ati a-duois
and high y rmpinsible post of duty since Ins co-nmand
arrived here, and being tn delicate health it protoi 101

much for his frail constitution.
Poor Voeburgh may be considered the victim of his

patriotic ardor. Ills health was too feeble to encounter

the tonstant fatigue of his duties. <in Friday he wit on

his feet the whole day. and a severe hemorrhage proa-
trated him at night. Contrary to tbe order* of Dr. I'ug-
aet, physician to the regiment he resumed his w ork as

usual on Saturday, and even mouute i on hom-bai k. He
was forced to take to his bed on Saturday afternoon, and

grew steadily worte. un Sunday tie wue quite delirious,
and his mind seemed wboli^engrossed with the cares of
his command a* he was constantly glv ng directions and
orders. He had frequent attacks of bleeding *t the lungs
«nirlng Sunday, but tbli morning he fancied be was

growing better, and whilst tbe doctor was at his break
fast below, be ordeiad his attendant to take him from
his bad and place him upright on a chair, as he was

raised up he tainted from weakness, and in a Tew mo-

meets more be was dead.
This sudden and melancholy event lu east the deepest

gloom over hi* regiment and tbe w ide circle of trim.is
who knew him. He was exceedingly respected and he-,

loved. His death was so unexpected that 1* hard to

realize It. "nly on Friday he entertained hi* old friend,
a.eneral Sickles, and passed several hour* in a tour of in-

npections over the Navy Yard, where be ^uwrtered
pointing out the arrangements lie bad ma le for the com

fort of his men. He exhibited oa this occasion a very

beautiful horse, he liad just bought, lor which Genera!

Vickies offered him double the price. "No, old fellow,
he said playfully, "You can t have him till I am knocked
over; then you arc wjtcome to him
He was In apparent health ondhtgb spirits as ne spoke,

and in a little over forty eight hours he was as none then
wlreamt."knocked 01 er."

His body Is laid out to the room w here ao recently bit
cheerful voles was hsard, enveloped In the fold* of that
flag to whose honor he hu aaerlilcod hi* life. HI* sworil
jind CS|> rofMHie on his breast, four acnttneia pace their
jnournfal roond; slsncIng with tearful eye* at the cold
s*In fsatures of UMir late beloved commander,
anc .a mS* «* *>»*»aet Voafcurg is oa her road to

^ashingtM1 to day, unconaclou* of her t-p, She ia left
two childres to mours an aflectloni C.'\V*«0 aod

^, -w«ed 'alher. \V;
ColOi*' v"b,1?*h * remain* will be forwarder to \tm I

York on /* ¦orrow afternoon ¦ train The Marine <>>rps,» *
lh* seventh, K'*htb> Twelfth and Sixty ninth »rg meet*. I
.Od bis owl rr* .em» w,u ^rBB ®*wt depot, '

services will be held at the Navy Yard a*
¦MB.

THE REPORTED NAVAL ENGAGEMENT IN
THE CHESAPEAKE.

WACiim.iTM, May 20,1MI.
There is do truth in the statement aboot the tight be

tweeo the two ¦ teamen at the inouth of the Potoosac.
It waa intended to be sent Into Virginia, to Incite the
people to action.
The blockade of Richmond is bo perfect that it 1b im-

poMJbfe (or a (Uamer to leave that port.

REPORTED RAISING OF THE BLOCKADE OF
CHARLESTON.

WiSmSMMV, May 20,1861.
The Charleston Oouiirr of Friday says ."For two

<laya past our port has been without the presence of tho

Niagara, which has left for parte unknown. She haa been
reported off Savannah, In comp.iiy with the brig erry,
¦ ad has been seen ott North K ato; but at present there
» no certain information of her position. The Huntress
has also been observed neer this bar; but she too has Soft
Our pert icfcofiseqaentiywHbnut obstruction at thie mo

¦sent. Yesterday we bad several arrivals from foreign
ports; among them a cargo of motes.es from Carports,
sod a British brig, with pig iron and coal, from Glasgow
Tie latter has been taken up to return to tho same port
with a full cargo of Sea Islands cotton, at the enormous

freight of 2J£d. per pound. Such a freight has not been
given in tho memory of the oldest inhabitant.''

ticcaalonal arrests take place of persons charged with
uttering treasonable sentiments or of being spies, la no

case, however, as yet haa punishment been indicted.
One of the former clan has been reloascd on taktng the
oath of allegiance.
Commodore Tatnall, of the Confederate States navy,

assigned to the command of the naval forcee at Charles¬
ton, has arrived there.
Southern papers falsely assert that "the correspondence

of the Associated Press is largely controlled or dictated
by Lincoln's views and preferences," while they thjuu-
selvrs are constantly publishing the most foolish and ex¬

travagant stories against tho government and those en-

gtged in the administration of its affairs.
Captain Hzey, late of the federal army, has tendered

his services to the Confederate States.
Al'hough the sixty days allowed by the joint resolution

of tho late Congress' during which to flte remonstrances
agahist the extension of MoCormick'a reaper patents
have expired, the argument in the case before the Com¬
missioner of Patents will not begin until the 1st of
June. *

VIRGINIA BATTERIES 8HELLD BY WAR
VESSELS.

WsHBt.vuTON, May 20,1961.
The Tnitcd States transport Freeborn arrived this af¬

ternoon direct from Fortress Monroe, bringing despatches
for the government. On the way up sho captured two
small vessels and wbsrfod them at tho Washington navy
bard.
A passenger on the Freeborn states that on Saturday two

vessels from the licet paid a visit to the vicinity of Sew
ell's Point, about four miles from the Fortree, where the
Virginians were erecting batteries, and threw sundry
shells at tho works, spoiling materially the architectural
arrangements. Shots were fired at the vessel, bufwith¬
out effect. It Is not known that anybody onshore was

injured.
Commodore l'endergrast sent a flag of truce to Norfolk,

with a view to make arrangements for the transportation
them e of certain persons to the North, and received as¬

surance that in this respect ho should be accommodated
A vessel was in wa'ting to take thera to New York.
Captain Pah'green, in command of the Wellington

Navy Yard, and who has frequent communication w ith
Fort Washington, so pronounce* it.

Colouel Julien Allen and Major H Ralnsowskl, delegates
from the Polish battalion of New York, had to-day an in¬
terview with the President, who Informed them that
several full regiments, more than the New York quota,
hod already bcou tendered to the gTsra-oont,
and that there was a growing jealousy in other
States because so many had been accepted from that
SUte. The delegation then proposed to form In Wash
ington a Polish regiment by volunteers from any or al
the States, which was endorsed by a letter to that effect
from the President to Secretary Cameron. An Interview
with the latter was temporarily postponed, owing to a

piesBiireof public business
The steamer klagura has been withdrawn from the

blockade forces ott Charleston for more important ser¬

vice. Another vessel will immediately take her place.

CANADIAN VOLUNTEERS FOR THE WAR.
W.viniKJTOH, May 20, 1S61.

v regiment of Canadians have volunteered to light for
the government ami have heen accepted The President
K highly pleased at the proffer.

President l.lncoln, Mnjyr Gen. Butler, and his Aid,
Oapt Haggarty, ami Ex Socretary Holt, were taken yes
terday by Mr. Brady, the artist. It was a perfect tri¬

umph. Not a gun was fired.
A citizen of Massachusetts, who left here suddenly

when the city was in danger of being attacked,
ami who stated at Harriahurg that he was bearer
of despatches to Go\ eruor Andrew, of Mas«., and at
Boston was announced as hearsr of despatches for Gover¬
nor Curtin. of Pennsylvania, was barbarously seized on

Saturday, and had his bead shaved.
1 should have stated in my despatch on Saturday that

the Kighth Massachusetts regiment, now at the lielay
function, Is also to accompany General Butler to Portress
Munroe. Lieutenant Colonel Hinks, of the Kighth. has
been eiected Colonel, vice Colonel Munroe, resigned.
Colonel Hinks has advanced rapidly. He has been at¬
tached to the military of Massachusetts for some

years, which, like the military cf most of
the Northern States, hat been too umch of a

fancy arrangement, Colonel Hinks' legitimate business
latterly has beeu that of a clerk In the Stale Department
of Massachusetts. 'Ilirough th Influence of Senator Wil¬
son, Col. H'.nks was appointed a Second Lieutenant in tho
Army. He accepted, and was detailed to the work of
drilling companies. I'pon Colonel Munroe's re¬

signation, Lieutenant Hinks was elected Colonel,
beating Maior Ben. Porky l'oore by two votes.
Major l'oore was subsequently ele-'ted Major of the
same regiment, and kit bis profession forthwith as

enetpocd' nt of the Boston Journal f om this city and

proceeded to the Delay Junction on Saturday, and reported
hiniF< if for duty. Th> Major, of course, resigns his com¬
mand of the -'Savages,'' a rule battalion in Newbury,
Mass., which corps he bed previously tillered to the -o-

vernmenl. 'Ihey would have been accepted but for the
ob ction raised by Governor Andrew, who tliju.ht, as

they were agriculturalists that they should not be ad
milled into the service until ^er the crop- were in.

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE SOL¬
DIERS' QUARTERS.

W ASHisoroa, May 20. 1801.
The Secretary of Wsr has addressed a letter to Acting

Surgeon General Wood, in which he says .This de.pirt
ment has learned with deep regret that the sanitary con¬

dition of the various barracks in this city, occupied by
the volunteers, now in the service of the government,
and especlalU those In the rear or the City Hall, and at
the Assembly Buildings, in which several of the

Pennsylvania regiments are quartered, demands Its atten¬
tion. Representations of Ibis character have been made
to It by benevolent private Individuals, and also by
official authorities, Including the Board of Health of Wash¬
ington, whose business it Is to guard the health of the
city The citizen soldiery, he added, who have so

promptly and patriotically left their homes tn

response to the call of the President, and taken
up arms in defence cf the constitution and laws and to
tIndicate and maintain American nationality, are no

titled to the tender est care and most assiduous attention
of the government in every respect; am most especially
is It the duty of the governineut to promote their heslth
and comfort. You are therefore directed to immediately
cause an inspection of thss-- barracks to be made by one

or more exi-erionced, tkfllfnl and competent medical
Pincers, With n view of ascertaining their actual sanitary
condition: and instruct them to report to yon, for the
information of this department -uch measures and regu-
latlons as will, tn their opinion, not only speedly and

effectually remove any .evils which may be found ta

«r<e*; awe ..hu.b will promote, protect and Insure the
health and comfort of these citizen soldiers.
TNe Peoretary also addnswd a letter to General Mat s

60'd «* a similar humane and patriotic tenor, direct:of
himp Hielonrt" *nd fiflfc regiments of r«u*y1-

vania oionleere the rear of toe Oty Hell and ut '-be

Aeiembty build jigs, to be immediately provided with
other and more healthful and corr.fortib'e quarters
Aciing Surgeon tieneral Wood, tn re«rocen to the Sec.ro-

retary, says he has made frequent personal inspections
of t he localities erupted by the troops, and mrtruoted
the medical director and other medical officers to take

every needful precaution to prevent Jlfcoase. Detail* had

already been made of the two eenior surgeons to examine
and report on the sat itary condition of the nospt.Ua a

this city. They will be again uistruci-d as tney bad

previously been to examine the condition of the hosp-tal
within tho precincts of Washington, and to re port w ith

. out delay. In connection witn this subject, he said be
called the attention of the Mayor of Washington to tbe
sanitary condition of the city, wbh.li subject was sub¬
mitted the same day to a sanitary board by him, offering
at the same time toco<q>erale in -.very ma: car wi'h b'.m
in ranltary measures.

THK KIR9T FIGHT BETWEEN THE GOVERN¬
MENT BH1P8 AND THE REBKIii.THE
Rr BEL BATTERY AT BKWELL'S FOINT
Cannonaded.

Wash/mumv. May 70,1861
On i'aturday afternoon, at Sewell's Point, Han ptc

Kiads, at the mouth of the Khzabclb river, comeaenced
the th Ht offensive ojieratlons on the part of the Betted
r-tates in this war.

1 am put in possession of full po/ttccJa-s by Uk
erriTal of the I'mtod States steamer Thomas Freeborn,
Quid.under James H. Ward, at this pert this evening,
with special despatches to the government. Shu
brings up from Fortress Monroe gentlemen who went
down on Friday on the I'nited States steamer
Keystone State, on an especial visit to the fortress,
omrrg whom were Senators Wade, Chandler and Morrill-
Mr. Nicolay, tho IYeeident's Secretary, and Mr. Dim-

more, of New York, all of whom witnoaeed with un'cigi.
el comfort from tho pier at Fortress Monroe the cannon-

adiegof the unfinished Snwall's Point battery, in which
tho Freeborn played so important a point.
The battery in question is tbe eighth and last of the

important works which defend the approaches to Norfolk)
all now in tbe hands of the secessionists. The ono near

est to Norfolk mounts eighteen guns ; the second, Fort
Norfolk, lias twelve guns ; next, Craney Island, mounts

thirty guns, while below there are two others,
ono of seven, and the other of ten guns, an

splendidly built, and mounted with tho beet

heavy rifled and other ordnance from Norfolk Navy
Yard, the leaat part of which was destroyed In the par¬
tial fire. Tho heaviest of Dahlgren's rilled ordnance
wf re at that yard.

I am informed that the erection of the eighth work at
Bewall's Point is of less importance as a defence than in

an offensive work, operating on that i>art of
tho blockade which relates to James river. How lmpo ..

tant ibis is will be seen from tho fact that there are now

twenty prizes, tobacco ladened, lying under the guns of
the bl&k&diug squadron, nearly all taken coming out of
that river. Among them is ono British bark, cargo va¬
lued at etc hundred und sixty thousand dollars also au

Am rlean bark.
1 United States steamer Star (late Montioello) a*, noon

commenced cannonading the Nov Work. She fired shed
with ten leeb guns, which buret wi-h effect. Command' r

Ward's flotilla arrived from New York at tw i

o'clock. Captain Ward, in tbo steamer Freeborn,
was immediately sent to aid the Star. Tho Freeborn
opened with thirty two pound round shut, si-.>
tired fifteen rounds, and drove out tho engiimerii,,
or defending party, commanded by a mounted officer.
She then hauled oir and reported to tbe Com nodore,
who despatched the Freeborn immediately for Waal:
ington.
Hampton Roads is covered with thetleet and the prize*.

The vessels are bringing in new ptizes every hour. Tbo
beet naval off1cert «ay that no inferior naval beet can

vent are to appioacb Norfolk.
These eight works arc within a tpoce of six mile*

Newall's I'oiut, the outermost, is six miles from <*ld
Point.

«>n tbe way up the Thomas Freeborn, at dayllgb
on Sunday, felt in with the ateamahip Baltimore, be

longing to and bound from Baltimore to Havana,
out of ber course in Die Potomac river, near tbe mouth.
The Freeborn mistook her for an eDemy, and brought the

guns to bear on her. Sho finally showed tbo American
flag. She was boarded, ami found to be aground. Ktt'orto
were made to pull her oil, resulting in parting both haw

aers, and the Freeborn was obliged to leaTe her to reach

Washington with despatch
<>n Sunday afternoon the Freeborn, at Cedar Point, took

a Virginia schooner aa a price. Tbe craft was of no Im

portance In the evening got in thick weather, and laid
to in the fog. A small vessel, the Isabella, attempted
to pass, after being hailed repeatedly. At the threat
of a shot the captain let go her anchor. He
reported that she was a fisherman, bound t> Alexandria,
and had two passengers for that place. By daylight It
was found her hold was crowded with men, fl'tv being
counted on deck at once. She was brought to Wash ng
ton and anchored under the guns of the navy yard. The
men said they had been oflered thirteen dollars per month
to serve in the secession army. The captain said they
were usher men of Raltlmore. going homo via Alexandria.
Lieutenant Cash, first ottioer of the Frceboon, ably

managed the working of the vessel under her experience 1
commander.

I lourn from the party arriving in the Kreeborn, that
the forces at Fortress Monroe number three thousand, ail
in healthy oondit ion and line spirits. They wore daily
mounting new guns and practising. 8e< oesion spies
cime often to the end of the bridge connecting the fort
with the main land. The Thomas Kreoborn also towed

up two store vessels.

ANIMATED \ITEAKANCE OF THE NA¬
TIONAL CAPITAL.

Washivcthw, May 20,1801.
Washsngton continues full of patriotic citizens from alt

parts of the North, who have come here to oiler men,
monev and ships to the government The leading hotels
are crowded with distinguished visiters Such a crush
of busmcse was hardly ever known to the Washington
bontfai es at this season sf the year.
Charles H. i'pton, a prominent citizen of tastern Vir¬

ginia. announces himsc'.f a candidate for the federal Con
gross from the Seventh district, ne calls upon the I'nion
men t«open the [tolls In spite of the seta of usurpation
of the Richmond f onvcotton.
A delegation, headed by Colonel Julius Allen, Is here to

urge the acceptance of the Polish legion forming in New
York.
General Patterson has been in consultation with Gene¬

ral Scott nearly all day.
The Ohio regiments now atatloned in Philwielpbia are

expected to arrtre here in the course of the present
week.
No lees than a dozen 1 niton States Senators are aow

here representing the military interests of their reaper
States Senator Chandler in very anxious to hsve the
Michigan regiment ordered wherever the tint battle it
likely to be lought. The men are all eager for tbe fray.
No better fighting material has been brought here.
No recruits come here better prepared for camp life

than those from Connecticut. Their encampments are

models of cleanliness, order and comfort.
Rain having again prevailed ail day, most of tbe re¬

giments dispensed with outdoor parades and drills.
The robust appearance and gay uniforms of tbe Four¬

teenth iBrooklyn) regiment excite general admiration.
The Seventh (New Y ork regiment are in expectation

of a Hag from their lady friends in New York A rand
pnrade wen announced to take place this afternoon on the
occaalon of the presentation but it had to be postponed
In con si ituecce of tbe non arrival of the flag.

POSTAL FACILITIES WITH TnE SOUTH CUT
OFF.

Wasmw.vox, May 20, ISfll.
An order was issued to day by Postmaster Genera

Blair to cut olT all the steamship malls on the coast, and
all the t t<ambont malls on tbe rivers having say con no¬

tion whatever with Uw rebel States. This service has
amounted to about six hundred thousand dollars expense
to the government. This sum, saved by Southern trea¬
son, will be expended it powder to punish the crime.
Secretary Chase submitted the oath of allegianoe

to the government to tbe employes in his
department today. Sixteen men refuaed to l^te
it in the State Auditor's office alone, and thsre
were several in the other bureaus This shown tl>»t the
varloog statements made in this corresponded, t of lets,

that trailers w re stiii m the pay of the fieverninen' 'n
the various departments, «m dM without foundation.
TWe are mora yet Clean them on'., gentlemen.

!b to-day b HxeiXD you mention ?«xneeaee as port of
Ceaerai Butter's department, and eipreea the opinion
that South Ciro.ina, oicteaa 01 TeunesMe, Is probably
embraced in his depa/tment As I telegraphed to you
on Saturday evenxg, Tennessee is not ta the department.
My Sunday Herald dispatch oontatne Uic fact that ttufiorn
Virginia to tne Bumm.t of the 11:ue R*dge north, and
iHmth Carolina, is the territory to he called the Depart
nit d; oi V ifg L.ja.

PLANS OF THE COVERNMKNT FOR ITS FU.
TORE ACWON.

WaSHTSIiTOS, May 20,1861.
The Pmtdert has been much urged by leading men to

order the occupancy of the princ;pnl towna in Bastera
Virginia previous to the vote of the State upon these
cetsloB ordinance ; hot It ia Improbable that troops will
advance «i on Virginia soil previous to the election. The
government has ts settled plans, upon which It will act,
no matter wha- the remit of the election will be. Alex¬
andria may possibly be occupied, and from strategical,
but not from political, reasons.
The Secretary c f the Treasury has been Officially noti¬

fied that attempts are being made to evade the blockad
of the Lower Mississippi by shipping contraband articles
per boat trom 8t Louis ts points in Kentucfcy,snd thence
overland to Tennessee and further South. He is deter¬
mined :o put a stop to this iliega' tratlic. He is now ad
vising an to thefest means of doing this effectively. and
will issuo (trihgent orders at tae earliest possible no

meat.
It is not true, as stated in the morey arti -le of

one of your cotemporaries, that considerable dis
satisfaction exists in Wall street at the In
tentloa of the Secretary to issue Treasury
notes at |>ar for the nine millions loan. The proposition
received the endorsement of the leading financiers of
your city. The Secretary has their assurances that the
loan will be readily taken on these terms.
The Post Office Department will ignore the mandate of

the Montgomery Postmaster dene rut, announcing his in¬
tention to assume tne control of postal affairs in the Con
federate States tho 1st proximo. Although formal notice
to this effect has been received, it win continue to make

up and forward ma.Is South until compelled to stop,
either by force or the failure or postmasters, contractors
and route agents to fuliil their obligations to the authori¬
ties here.
The attention or Secretary Cameron having been di¬

rected to the wretched and dangerous condition of some

of the barracks occupied by Northern volunteers, he has
promptly instituted measures for the speedy remedying
of the evil. The Pennsylvania troops have especially
suffered from this cause, owing to the inexperience and
negligence of their commanding officers.
Many complaints are again being heard among a num¬

ber of regiments on account of the unsatisfactory quan¬
tity and quality and irregular distribution of their ra

lions. Many of the regimental quartermasters have
proved themselves utterly unfit for their positions, and
Should be got out of the way without delay.
The party, consisting of Senator Chandler and Captain

Ward, who commanded the Freeborn during the action

against the secession fori, and others, saw nothing of tbe
reported battery at the month of Acqola creek.
lbs Secretary of State has issued invitations for a

second military ftte, to take place to morrow evening.
Hit first reception of a week ago afldrdud great satisfac¬
tion to his numerous military guests, and It is likely that
oilier members of the government will shortly Imitate
the graceful hospitalities of Governor Seward. The en¬

tertainment of to-morrow- will comprise the tlitt of the
military as well as cf the political and social world

1NTFUEHT1NG FROtt MARYLAND AND VIR¬
GINIA.

HAusaarowN, May 20, 1861.

F.igbt recruits left here during tho put week to join
the Confederate army at Harper s Ferry; twelve hav:
gone from here during the same time to join the Fenn
aylvaula Volunteers at Ohambersburg.

J bare ascertained by secessionists just returned Cross
Harper's Ferry that two persons who died from small

pox were burled on the Maryland side of the river yes
terday.

Keports are to the eltect that great dissatisfaction exists

among the troops at Harper's Ferry on account of the
existence of several parlies. One favors the aunexaiioo
of Virginia to the Confederate Rates one the uncondi
tlonal separate Independence of Virginia; a tuird oorn
prises the unconditional Union soldiers. Both of the last
two classes refuse to take the oath of allegiance to the
Confederate States.
The people of Sharpeburg village, thirteen miles south

east. on the road to Harper's Ferry, tore off the hack lop
of a secessionist as it came through to day. They swore

no more soldiers for the Confederate Army should pass
through their town. They maltreated the hack driver.
The Confederate troops have not crosr-ed the Potomac

at WUliamsport. They had nothing to eat from five
o'clock yesterday until four this afternoon, and slept out
In the rstn all night, having no tents. The commander
says visiters will be admitted to morrow. A report says
some have deserted. Col. Allen commands. Fifteen
hundred more arrived to ntgtt, with ught pieces of ar¬

tillery
A reliable Union man lias mat arrived from Harper's

Ferry. He arrived there from Winchester last night.
He saw live hundred mere troops arriving this morning,
three hundred of whom were Indians, fully equipped
Heavy guards are thrown out regularly as fai from Har¬
per's Ferry as Oesawatamie, Brown s school house, about
two miles from the Ferry.

REPORTS FROM < HAMBERSBURG.
CHwHHhHSKntc, Pa., May 30,1861.

Seven hundred t irginia troops hsve arrived opposite
WUliamsport, on the Potomac river, twenty-six miles
south of this point. It is believed here that they intend
to make an irruption into the southern borders of this
State. A flairs grow interesting here.
Several gentlemen have arrived here this morning from

Hagerstown. They state that about seven hundred men

have ascended the river from Harper s Ferry to a point
opposite Williamsport, a town .n Maryland of five hun¬
dred inhabitants.
A secession 1st named Abraham Lighter, in Williams

port, lias two thousand barrels of (lour and it ie believed
that on account of the ecarcty of provisions the troops
seised this flour.
A gentleman who jessed them on their way from Mar-

tinsburg, says there were Indians in the ranks, believed
to be Cherokeee, from North Carolina.
WUliamsport is twenty eight miles from this

place. The people of the whole Cumberland valley,
particularly at this point, are very nmoh SKClted, fearing
an invasion by a strong corps of ton thousand men. They
do not fear permanent conquest, but forays exhausting
tkelr resources. Tb< re are three thousand trooi« at this
point.
Maryland has no troops to relist an advanoe of Yip-

flans.
A Union man living in Maryland, who Is vouched for as

entirely reliable, says ho was «t Harper s Kerry on Friday
night, and saw sixteen Indtons in one squad, but did not
see more. He says small pox 1s known to Mist among
the troops at narper's lorry, bet to what extent it pre¬
vails is not known He believes the troo|»s are for tho
present being erattsred over Berkley, .IrtTemoo. Loudon,
Frederick and Clarke counties, to carry them for seces
slon on Thursday next. The legitimate voters of these
oonntics are largely for the nion.

I'ustengers this afternoon from HagerRtown aay fteen
hundred more secessioo troop* iirs expected at Williams
port to night. They wer sent over the river for boards
to construct tents, Indicating the purpose sf forming a
regular encampment.
The flour alluded to above is being removed from

Wtlliamsport to llagerstown rapidly.

THE REPORTED MOVEMENT OP TROOPS TO
W1LLIAM8PORT UNFOUNDED.

HxdMMtrnw*, May 30, TM1.
The Confederate iroope have not yet crowed the 1"co¬

in i< to WUliamsport. They h*Te no tents, and very
little, If any, provisions. The commander says that be
has no intention to cram The is reliable

It is reported that 1 660 more men are expected to

night with eight pieces of artillery.

CAPTURE HY A PRIVATEER.
A despatch to Friday's New Orleans /'toowar, by the

Beli/s Hns, «aya the privateer steamer Calhoun captured
on the 16th the hark 0> eon Eagle. Oapt Lues, from Hock-
land, Maine. with 3,144 racks of mo, -oos fMd to

Oroexy A larweii.

NEWS FROM THE CHESAPEAKE.
OUE MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE.

Foitmm* Mod bob, old Poivt Oomkiibt, Va. , jHay 14, lflfll.
Viormtarlotion of Tr* ft The Vrroumt Uen-Wor** for
¦M Trttgi-Armgment if th* l'«n»oke-Movement* of
(thar War Vateit-The Prn.nt Condition of Affaert-
Life in the tortreU- RaUe Rumor* Concerning the A,
peerage <f *»nUgm OutA of the
*M* front,f the IWftren-Stotc of ihe M etUher Rt

citing War Mocewentt, Ac.
Wben 1 deed my tost letter to you, wr tten on w

the Alabama, the Vermont tolunteer. were being rapidly
transferred from the steamer to the dock of the fort,
uie tittle steamtug T*ung America, known terra *>ute
from iU activity In hauling up vemele passing up
down the Rede,.e the Venn, (>omb.-rlan<t. At one

0 clock all'he tioops were safely disembarked, and th-
Merer, monitions of war. Ac., i.uickly .eat mhore. and
at an early hour on Tuesday morning the Alab.an i

parted for New York.
The troop* from Vermont were In r-kw health and flm

spirits. and ready for any duty which thoy may becUl
unon t» perform. But two or three caMB are In hospital
and those arc.uttering from a slight attack of the roca

ale* A* there were no b.rr.ck. for more truppe, the
Vermontor. pitched their teniem "the place of *rm«, .

near the water bathing, in a ml-brkm. and ^tfu po
rtton and are now leading a regular camp life. After a

da, srert they will be called upon to Uke their t«.n to

landing guard and .entry, and enter Into Uio regular
routine of aoldlera'life in a fort.
The eteamer Pembroke, from Boeton, arrived on

Moaday, with detachment, of the iUmmcbueeU*
third regiment, and a large .piantlty o a r

f0r the two MaaaachimetU regiment* .Utioncd at

this poet. Shell well armed with two Dahlgrcngune,ZZL a<> relurns * '
a day or two, and wUl bo more heavily armed, and em

ployed by the State aa a roast guard.
The Minnesota, flagship, Commodore Strlngham, i«

here »nd anchored off the fortress. I believe she will re

,eve the Cumberland, which will go North for repxirs
She la » magnificent specimen of marine architecture,and
with ber double row of heavy Dahlgrena, which are run

out and ready for action, preeente a formidable appear
M

The Monticello, or SUr. aa it la now called_onc of the
runboate of the blockading squadron.to very actively
engaged In the bay in bringing to and overhauUng ver

1 t* ¦et of echoooere, loaded with coal- ^mdjje, ^awaswtissattT.'ssa's
r'V^e n'irHeU^V UpCln raunce, Is stationed up the
Bwida, <^f the Jamei rfver7*nd 1* lWforml»g_go^ jer
to have a heavy dec* i«»i

, HomePwiern Srt ""what disposition wi" be made.Ct.,,wp but if she ban anything that is need-
ed at'tbe fort it will be taken out, and the vowel allowed

^C^ry^mmandant of thto J.com^niea of toSSS'ro^S^-
forward on the br'<J*® d mflgt romove to their own

- j&s&ssfc
plrket guari

iu-pouiider, loaded with cantoff .ssras...

41sasTwttsrss*va« uirttbn of the v g^ UDK an that could be raisedand children, and tw i g
llic g^wMiontetS on

Hampton bassist in an attack on the

p}?ss»3fs^
11.«x*5srs» -wiliest"*' uwldwlih

provtaiw. ..t.-Wbl.t,dtre to cut otl the sale
0f lhege luxuries

p'ovielons.
j perfect, with s tin ex-

S«Kg S
t ^.^^-ei^'wssTr-sJbm I »!«. Ui«» ««stw >«<.« .*» *»* <¦*

'"fim'ouuker City smc up rromthe mouth o* tHe Choea-

'r-his/s
regular otlicer* slatloued here. Tney came on at leal than
twmty four hour*' notice, and with hardly a change of
clothing They wore getting quite out at the elbow*
when the Cambridge brought an adequate mpply of gray
tallnot tioasers, which the darkle* hereabout would bo
reluctant to ap|>eitr in. Why Co not the MaftnacbOMUs
luthoritle* eend a good supply of comfortable and
serviceable clothing, »o the regiment can appear pro
!>erlj uniformed. Thoy appear on |>arade now
in all colors and styles of uniform*, and
*. veral member* haye been on the parapet* In
their drawer*, for lack of better garments.
The oflicor* of the regiment feel keenly tho
neglect ot the Adjutant General of Maaeachuaet* teat
tend lo them properly.

I app> nd the name* of the t eld and Half oOleer* of this
regiment .
Colonel.-Abner H Packard.
Lieutenant Colonel. Hawke* Fearing. Jr.
Major.H. O. Whittemore
Adjutant.Henry Walker.
Uusrtermaster.it. M tirnrtl.
Surgeon. Henry W. Sa\ iUe.
unrgeoc t Mate. Wm. L. Faxon.
Hargeant Major.Alvln K- Mall.
CtDipasy A.Capta.n Irallrake. Company B.Mllo M.

William* Company C.Captain Cephas C. Rumpus.
Company D.Oaptiln Horaoe Mile*. Company K.Cap
tain Charles F. Allen. Company F.I>avld L. Shophard.
Company (1.Ttmothy t.ordoo Company H.Franklin
Curt at. Company I.Luther Stephen*'®, Jr.

1 have Joet learned that the advanoed picket waa thin
afternoon thrown forward to a Urge farmboune on the
oilier Hide of the bridge to Hampton, and it in now ocju
pied by a detachment of troope who are guarding It,
nnd the well of water connected with It. Aa the garrison
here must roly on rain water If they cannot get fresh
wster outside the walls, the farmhouse will undoubtedly
be held at all bsrerds.

Hefore I cloeo must assure your readers of the per
Oct impregnability of this Important fortress. With a

roe within it* wallsforce within Ita walls amply sufArieut to repel any anaault
that the secessionists dare attempt, It la prepared to
stsnd a siege of 20,MX) men, until reinforcement* can be
thrown In. Still, it will do no harm to send onetgbtor ten
thousand additional men, with which the fortress
being a basis of operation*, w# can retake Norfolk and
put the rebels encamped over the I toads to flight.mate
rtally sssistlrg in bringing back this old Slate
send us tiles of Hssah s we are suffering for the want

of new*.
The wcathrr is hct and sultry. Ro*«« are hioimintr In

tli'- commandant's yard, and the fig trees are laden with
fruit rapidly glowing. It la a New Vork July day.
The hospital department of the volunteer regiment* in

this post is deficient In the artw lee of bandage* and lint.
If the Hospital Relief Society of New \ ork or
boston would »e0d on a qusntity from their stores, they
would he most gratefully received by l»r. H M Seville at
Mils pest. "Be or two stretchers are also needed at an
early <!a>. Will our friends attend to these matters'

Fount*** Monitor Va., May Id, 1M1.
1 have just conversed with Captain Johnson, of the bark

Ida, Irom Boston, who be* been only n day or two from
Norfolk. He wa* in prison there five dny«, and narrowly
escaped with his life. He ssys there are nix thousand
men In and about Norfolk, made up of Mississippi. Lonlsl
aim, Alabama, South Carolina and Kentaeky besides Vir¬
ginia miltttn.
They had recovered the sunken cannons and smal

arm*, unspiktd the cannon in the Navy Yard, and
were sending them to New Orleans and other points
Mouth They were mostly heavy columblad* and Babl
gren guns. They were eipectlng to attack this poet,
tout had not quite determined the day, We are prepared
for the HI
lie hio^adc ¦ more nWiagwt than sver. A schooner

was captured this morning lumber a tbip, tn bal¬
lad, wan Ultra yesterday.
The inHJ cKxies la a moment, and 1 can say but Utile

u or e
Tbe guard on lbs enemies side on the Hampton bridgeban been withdrawn, but a blustering Dr. Vaughaa comae

down near our picket, seemingly to reconnoitre.
Tbe women and children are hong sent off rapidly.Jhey are in great fear, It seems.
The health of tbe troops continues good.

NEWS fROM HARPER'! FERRY.
OUR BARRISDUBG CORRE8POSDSHCE.

Harkchi sii, liny 18,1801
Review by Governor Ourfin.Another VitU to Harper*
ftrry.8,CC0 Southern Troop* There.The PenruylvemAo
Reterve.lhe Feeling in Maryland, 4c.
A grand review of thd troops at Camp Sllfer, Cham-

bertburg, took place this morning In preeenoe of Gov¬
ernor Curtln and sUff. Quite a number of th« Stats dig-
nlutrks were present, and tho pepubtco were enthusias
tic. I odor the command of Brigadier General E. C. Wil¬
liams, the camp at Chumbersburg is in line condition and
the triope well disciplined. Every one was well pleased-
A gentleman from Maryland states that he went with a

party on Mcr.day nlgbt last into Harper's Kerry. Be
gained access Into the lines on account of Ur party hav¬
ing with il era a load of pro\Islons. The force there, he
heard, was being augmented dally, and every effort wan
belDg made to strengthen the fortifications. They ex¬
pressed themselves as determined to make a desperate
resistance. He estimates the number at probably 8,000
men on both sides of the river, one-half of whom were
on the Maryland heights.

lh<> tame gentleman stales that the Course of some of
the Northern Htates, and especially Pennsylvania, relative
to represslt g slave insurrections, has and will strengthenthe Union feeling In the border states.
Tbe Governor nas Issued proposals for the three mil-

lie n loan. There will be more than that offered, It la
said, by the banka of the Commonwealth.
An order has also been issued apportioning the fifteen

regiments of reserve volunteer rorpe to be raised by the
State to the different counties. Tho application must be
made before five days. It is this body of men that
Ma.,or General George A. McCill is to be assigned the com¬
mand of.

It is an undoubted fact that many portions of Mary¬land, includlrg Baltimore city, secrct.lv sympathize with
the rebels and all that prevents them from showingtheir true colors is tho fear of boing made desolate by
tbe strong hand of government. Gen. Butter done well
In taking poesession of the Monumental City, and through-
cut the present disturbance un (il'ectlve body of troopsmust be kept there, as well as at Annapolis and all points
on the genersl thoroughfare.

rarm
e »

Harrwiutu;, May 30,1801.
8 uthrrn Troopt at Harper't Ferry.Seizure ef Cottle, 4c
.lames Gowan, Esq., of this city, government con-

tractor at Harper's Perry, arrived from that pMce on

Saturday night. He went there some ten days since to
secure his borsee, &c., his clerk and several men under
his employ from this place huvlng remained there. The
rebels looked upon him with evident suspicion, but be
was well known In that vicinity and had many ws
friends there, who prevented any acts of violence
wards him. His clerk had been In prison oa several
occasions and was prevented from departing previously.
He slates that the rebels took possession qf all his Im¬

plements.double rigged derricks, picks, shovels, Ae ¬
on admirable equipment for an army. They allowed him
to take an inventory of tbe articles, and ottered btm pay¬
ment In the shape of Confederate State serip, which he
refused. They permitted him only to take away his
bor.-es.
On Monday last a large lot of cattle parsing on the Bal¬

timore and Ohio Railroad, destined for Baltimore, were
taken by the troops at Harper's Kerry. On Tuesday ano¬
ther lot and a large quantity of corn consigned to the
r.me rlty, were appropriated by the rebels. Whatever
their 1-aucs can lay hold of they steal.

Ai the utmost tbere were but five thousand troopa
there, and although well fortltied, they were tn the moat
m'aerable plight. Mr G. states they reminded htm of a
parly ot brigands. The only respectable looking compa
nies there was the Kentucky regiment, but they were
tlghtit'g among tb< s-.selves, one of whom was killed a
f> w days since in a brawl. There is considerable dtaaf-
feetIon there among the troops Mtn were daily arrtv-
U g from the Month.

s-vcral d»> s since all liquor In tbe place was seized bythe troops by authority of the officer in command and
j.laced under guard. This was absolutely necessary, tn
conirquruce oi the greatly increasing demoralization of
the men

Alt Northerners were imprisoned.

IMPORTANT PROM HARPER'S FERRY.
CONDITION OP TI1K BRCKB8ION TROOPS T11RI.

FariMDucK, May 10.0 P. M. 1
Via Chambersburg, May 30. /

1 have lust returned from Harper's Ferry. Two
thousand Mississipplans arrived there today. They are
a hard looking set, poorly clad and dirty. Two regimenti
arrived from Alabama yesterday. They are of the same
stamp.
The smnll pox has broken out among troops there
A company of cavalry left Harper's Kerry for Martins

burg this morning, to watch and prevent Union men
from voting on the 23d of this month, as this Is a strong
Union district.
The Home Guards of Frederick < 'My have arrested a

man who was setting fire to a largo tan yard and barn
He was put in Intl. The city is guarded by armed Talon
men, and all secessionists ore watched closely.
The Union men of this district will nominate a candl

date for Congress next Saturday. The nominee will be
an unconditional Union man. against whom there wiN be
no opposition.

REPORTS FROM BALTIMORE.
IUiTiiioKi, May 20,1*61.

A letter to tt'o A mtri an from Will iamsport says that
about 1 000 Virginia and South Carolina troop! from
Harper a Ferry took a position on Sunday on the Virginia
ride of the T'otomac. opposite to that town, and com

mailing the ferry; and tbey expected to be joined by aa

other thousard to day. with field piccea
Whim me port la but sewn mi lea from HagerVown, Md.
The rain of to day has made the ramp at Ix>3unt I'olnt

vry uncomfortable. The treucbea dug only partially
carry olt the water In Colonel l.yle'a regiment.

Arcording to the Surgeon a oflicial report, tifty seven

men are In the hoapltal.
Much excitement waa caoaed in the city tbie afternoon

by a report, which waa wildly circulated and generalh
bcelleveo, that a company from the camp bad oom<- Into
the city w ith loaded murketa, an 1 demanded the unoon

dltkinal releare of tbctr comrade lfanley, the soldier who
aaaaulted the Baltimore merchant yesterday. It Is now

ascertained that the report la incorrect. Manly la not In
jail, haa not even been arrested and wan in the camp
this evening. The company of soldiers were sent
to lake pr*B<f ton of some gunpowder and p'kan,
Information of the whereabouts of whl:h bad been
oommuntcated to General Cadtralader. The arti¬
cles could not be'found, however, and the soldiers
returned to camp.
A battalion of troops, raised In Baltimore and adjacent

counties, numbering p< ren hundred men, a portion of
whom have been drilling at Fort McHenry, lef t here this
afternoon for the Relay Hois#. They will be uniformed
end mustered into the service there, and will form part
of the Maryland regiment, to be ccmman dad by ex-
Senator Cooper
Much obstruction lias been caueed to trains on the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad within the last two>lays, by
stoppages examinations by both parlies. No night
train will hereafter be run. Pay trains arms here as
usual The government will take pnas. anion of the road
as soon as It dislodges the rebels at Harper s Ferry.
A thousand Virginia troops from Harpsr's Ferry

man hed to the ferry opposite Wtlllamsport oo the I'oto
mac, yesterday, of which they took p weeaexm.

I p to to night two thousand Baltimorlans la all nave
left to fin the confederate forces, meetly at Harper's
Fsrry.
The affair of fhe deserter Stanley, at Chamin^burg, is

a stratagem on the part of tho rebel chief to hHtT*!
government as to their real strength at Harpsr's Fs.T-
The statements in my former despatches are correct.
A gentleman just arrived here from Jackaon, Mian.,

says that the wheat crop in that State and in Georgia nod
Alabama will be large, and In some couatiea bos already
been harvested Hour ha 1 already been made of new
whset.
Two regiments from Mississippi and one from Arkansas

left I.j nchburg while be was there, for the North He
¦ays the design of attacking and oapturing Fortress M«n
roe Is openly talked of at Richmond, and that the atteck
will be made from the land side. Ho says that tbe ma¬
chinery from Harper's Ferry has been pot ap la work¬
shops m Richmond, and that In a few days they will be
making muskets there the same as those made at Harp
er's Ferry Ho says the raltpotre caves of Alabaaaa art
now being worked.

f'<>r ftihlHinr.nl Wnr X'>rs W Fifth <tnd
L'.fhlh


